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Contact: Sally Murdoch 

(503) 735-5943, sally@sallymurdoch.com
Murdoch Collections to 
open Manya Shapiro show for December and January
November 30, 2010, Portland, OR . . . On Sunday, December 12, Murdoch Collections will open an exhibit entitled “XXXXXX,” by Portland artist Manya Shapiro.  Her highly visible works, a series of knit wire dresses, are part of permanent collections at The Urban Farmer Restaurant at The Nines Hotel curated by Paige Powell, and in the Gerding Theater lobby in Portland, Oregon. This show will be the public’s first chance to view her new works inspired by lace and quilts, methods she creates by knitting, stitching and crocheting metal threads.  Murdoch Collections will open the show with a celebration on Sunday, December 12 , 2010 from 4 to 8 pm at 2219 NW Raleigh, with the show running through January 31, 2011. Viewers who attend the opening may also sign up for a subsequent dinner and artist talk.
Shapiro grew up in Seattle where she attended the University of Washington. In 1972, she traveled throughout Europe for a year with her family until returning to the Pacific NW and settling in Portland. She then pursued her interest in textiles at the Oregon College of Art and Craft and joined Blackfish Gallery where she was a member for more than a decade.
As well as her iconoclastic dresses, viewers of the show at Murdoch Collections will also be treated to her new lace and quilt inspirations. In Shapiro’s words: “I am very intrigued with traditional textiles, but in my own work, I am more interested in non traditional materials, such as wire, window screen or plastic. My work is often a continuing dialogue or interactions with these materials and their transformation. Often the piece is a dress—a universal and accessible image, referring to both the presence and absence of the figure. Sometimes I make more abstract pieces, which may be influenced by quilts or lace. I like the contrast of the metal and other technological materials with the usually fragile and sensual quality of fabric. The process of knitting stitching and crocheting is very meditative and the work changes as the piece takes shape. I hope to evoke memories or connotations in the viewer through these images.”
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Shapiro’s last exhibition was at Portland Center Stage in 2007, making this a rare and highly anticipated glimpse into the artist’s newer works. Prior to this, her selected works were shown at OCAC in 2005 and the Marghitta Feldman Gallery in Portland. Selected group exhibitions included “Art in the Pearl” in 2005 and 2006, “One Foot After Another” at the Mark Wooley Gallery, “Art Objects: PDX” in 2003, “Crafts Houston” at the Houston Center for Contemporary Art in Texas, and she participated in the Craft Biennial in 2001 and 2005 at OCAC. Her works were also selected for the “Handmade Oregon” show at the “Contemporary Crafts Gallery” in 1999, “Materials Girls” at OCAC prior to that and “Fresh Clothes” at Bumbershoot in 1998.
About Murdoch Collections:

Murdoch Collections as founded in 2006 by Marilyn Murdoch to give collectors an alternative to auctions in selling their art, thereby honoring the artists, the collector and the buyer. Murdoch Collections is a rotating collection of consigned works, our own collection and estates, focusing on regional artists. Murdoch Collections is at 2219 NW Raleigh St in Portland, in a separate space but same building as Katayama Framing. http://murdochcollections.com/

*

*

*
[image: image1]