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Contact: Sally Murdoch 

(503) 735-5943, sally@sallymurdoch.com
Murdoch Collections to open Maro Vandorou’s multisensory exhibit 

Vertical Time: Persofόneia on Friday, October 15

September 20, 2010, Portland, OR . . . On Friday October 15, Murdoch Collections will open an exhibit entitled “Vertical Time: Persofόneia,” by Maro Vandorou, her second installment in a trilogy. Vandorou’s previous body of work, “Fragmented Light,” exhibited in Athens, Greece; Belgrade, Serbia; Washington, D.C.; and Portland, Oregon. Murdoch Collections will open the show with a celebration on Friday, October 15, from 6 to 8 pm at 2219 NW Raleigh, with the show running through November 30, 2010. Viewers who attend the opening may also sign up for a subsequent dinner and artist talk on November 14 from 4 to 6 pm. “Vertical Time: Persofόneia” is funded in part by the Regional Arts and Culture Council (RACC).

Vandorou’s photography and printing methods are eclectic and span three centuries. She first captures images with medium format film and converts them to enlarged digital negatives (for contact printing). She prints her photographic material as Platinotypes, using a 19th century process that makes use of noble metals (platinum and palladium) to render the paper photosensitive.  Her paper of choice is a rare, handmade Japanese Gampi paper.  The elegant result combines analog and digital technologies with the beauty and archival value of the Platinum printing process.

In "Fragmented Light," part one of the trilogy, Maro Vandorou reflected on her roots in her birthplace of Athens, her decisions and their consequences. “Vertical Time: Persofόneia” marks a shift in focus; it explores the release of grief, purification of intent, sustained inward-focus, becoming witness and participant, subject and object of the irrevocable transformation. The term Persofόneia reflects the unanticipated presence of Persephone, a powerful archetypal thread in this body of work.

In the artist’s words, “Vertical Time: Persofόneia is an installation of original images that references transformation. The images in accordance with sacred geometry will form, within the gallery space, 
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a circle of fragile platinum prints. In a parallel space, projected images and echoes of the spoken words of poems will engage the visual and auditory senses.” 
The images that Vandorou has captured for “Vertical Time: Persofόneia” were shot in Greece and in Oregon.  People who appreciate mythology will be able to spot the archaeological site “Oracle of the Dead – The Nekyomanteion of  the Acheron,” about 450miles from Athens. Mythologically, the site is known as the ruling seat of Hades and Persephone of the Underworld, but Greeks have long been seeking guidance from the dead here as well. The crypt site was referenced in Homer’s Odyssey (X 488 ff.) when Ulysses summoned advice for his return to Ithaca.

Because the images have strong cinematic components, some will also be projected onto three translucent screens. Viewers will sense isolation, or unfolding, with symbols and archetypes from Vandorou’s Hellenic roots, layers of meaning establish a visual vocabulary for the abstract concepts. Viewers will simultaneously hear a spoken word recording of her, reciting her poems in Greek.

“This exhibit touches many viewer’s senses,” says curator and gallery owner Marilyn Murdoch. “There is an incredible amount of quiet movement coming from each piece, which is extraordinary since Maro is both small in stature and soft spoken. As you walk by, each piece of translucent, handmade paper lifts in a haunting way, reflecting the subject matter of crypts in ancient Greece.  You get the sense that the images are very much alive, are fragile yet strong. Their delicate nature also makes it important that each piece is treated and installed with extra care, which Katayama is known for.”

About Murdoch Collections:

Murdoch Collections as founded in 2006 by Marilyn Murdoch to give collectors an alternative to auctions in selling their art, thereby honoring the artists, the collector and the buyer. Murdoch Collections is a rotating collection of consigned works, our own collection and estates, focusing on regional artists. Murdoch Collections is at 2219 NW Raleigh St in Portland, in a separate space but same building as Katayama Framing. http://murdochcollections.com/
About Maro Vandorou:

Maro Vandorou came to the US to pursue her doctoral studies as a Fulbright Scholar. She focuses on image making, with ongoing training, professional experience, and expertise in the emerging field of applying digital imaging and printing technologies to such traditional fine art domains as photography and printmaking. She prints primarily in platinum to define and express her voice and vision.  Vandorou was awarded a grant by the Regional Arts and Culture Council (RACC) and an American Hellenic Progressive Educational Foundation (AHEPA) Grant for her work on “Fragmented Light.” That exhibition was the recipient of the S&R Foundation Washington award for “advancing the US-Japan understanding.” Her Washington exhibit was in collaboration with the embassy of Greece. For more information, please visit the artist’s website at http://marovandorou.com/
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